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THE ARMY MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY
AT PORTSMOUTH.

A SOCIETY of this kind has been started in the garrison of
Portsmouth, at the instigation and under the presidency of
Deputy Inspector-General Dr. Gordon, C.B., who delivered an
admirable inaugural address, in the presence of the Lieutenant-
General commanding, and other officers, and the medical staff
of the garrison, Mr. Norman, and other leading members of
our profession at Portsmouth.
The object of the Society is to obtain a ready access to all

the leading periodicals and medical works of the day, and to
meet together for the discussion of professional subjects. The
Director-General at once acceded to Dr. Gordon’s suggestion,
and expressed his unqualified approval of the project. We
cannot do better than quote a portion of his letter :-
"I am sure this project, which I should like to see followed

in the camps and large garrisons where medical officers are
numerously congregated, will reflect much credit on the Army
Medical Department, and confer many advantages on its indi-
vidual members stationed at Portsmouth, by cultivating and
bringing to light for the benefit of the army that mine of
special wealth, not only in general professional subjects, but
in the highest branches of sanitary science which the depart-
ment possesses."
We quite concur in these remarks, and are glad to perceive

that Dr. Logan appears so ready to identify himself with the
wishes and interests of his officers. The department over
which he presides has received very scant justice for the
labours which it has discharged in various parts of the world
in past times; and if anyone be desirous of obtaining an idea of
what those labours have been, they cannot do better than
peruse Dr. Gordon’s opening address, published in the Hamp-
shire Telegraph of the 14th inst.
At the next meeting the nature, causes, and pathology of

the recent cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis among some

soldiers at Gosport, will form the subject of discussion.

CORONERS’ RETURNS OF DEATH.

THE Registrar-General has just issued a circular letter to
Coroners, calling their attention to defects in the return of

inquest cases to the registrars of death, which deprive them
of much of the scientific character and value that they ought
to possess. By pointing out the particulars in which improve-
ment is necessary, and giving examples of the sort of returns
that are desiderated, it is hoped that the co-operation of the
Coroners will be secured, and thus the working of the system
be rendered quite satisfactory. Adverting to the fact that
deaths by accidental violence have much increased within the
past century, the Registrar-General thus describes the causes
which have led, directly or indirectly, to that increase :-
"The introduction of steam as a moving power, the won-

derful extension of railway travelling for business and plea-
sure, the redoubled activity of manufacturing and mining
operations, of navigation, agriculture, and general traffic, the
multitude of poisons in medicine and the arts accessible to the
old and young, the manufacture of explosive substances, the
direction of new forces and modes of action in the hands of
rash and inexperienced persons, and under the urgency of
commercial considerations, have inevitably destroyed the lives
of thousands, who, fifty years ago, would have succumbed to
death Mt a natural manner. Science itself creates new instru-
ments of death ; and it is imposed on science, as a correlative
obligation, that it should surround human life with new de-
fences. But wrongs must be known that remedies may be
found ; and in that wide and various field of experiment
which is co-extensive with national life and activity, individual
facts, and facts in their innumerable modifications and com-
binations, must be observed and recorded, that correct and
useful results may be obtained. The lives of the people have
become a chief subject of public concern; and the questions
are now put in respect to every individual in the realm :
When and where was he born? What occupation did he
follow ? When, where, and in what manner did he die ?"
A very proper suggestion is made in reference to those un-

fortunate" unknowns" whose dead bodies are found, and be-
come the subject of the Coroner’s inquisition. In such cases
it is desired, in the absence of better means of identification,
that the apparent age, the height, dress, colour of the lzccir,
probable occupation, &c., should be stated in the information,
in order that these particulars may be entered in the registers,
and thus placed within reach of persons who are engaged in
searching for absent relatives.

Correspondence.
"Audi alteram par tern."

THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS ELECTION.
2’0 the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-An able leader in your impression of the 7th inst.
calls our attention to the fact that the College election is not
very far distant. And as I believe it to be in accordance with
the general tone of liberality of your journal that the fullest
possible choice should be given to the electors on such an occa-
sion, I have thought it my duty to announce my intention of
coming forward at the next election as a candidate for any
vacancy in the Council that may be declared.
The existing charter of the College of Surgeons has been

productive of a variety of changes in the practice of dealing
with the elections to the Council. The ancient custom of
election by seniority has been abolished; and one innovation
has succeeded another so rapidly that the mode of procedure
with regard to these elections has undergone a complete reforma-
tion. To call upon a friend for his vote on such an occasion
would formerly have been regarded in the light of a crime ; at
present it has become the rule, and may before long be ex-
panded to a public canvass. And, moreover, it has become a
necessity on the part of a candidate that he should take means
to make known to the rest of the Fellows the opinions he may
hold and the views he may entertain with regard to the
government of the College.
To myself it would have been more agreeable to have left

my qualifications to the opinion of my brother Fellows; to
have relied on their judgment after an impartial examination
of my labours in the department of medical science which I
have selected for investigation ; and to have been tested by
the maxim, that the man who pursues an honourable career
in an honourable manner may very well be trusted with
the exercise of the power which the appointment of councillor
is likely to place in his hands. But if this be not thought
to be enough, I can only say that I shall be the last to shrink
from any ordeal of declaration of faith which may be thought
desirable to be made.
At a previous candidature I was taxed with not having

made known my opinions ; and it is in order to obviate the
repetition of such a charge that I venture, Sir, to address you
on this occasion, and ask for the publication of this letter.
In the first place, I look upon the Council of the College,of

Surgeons as a representative body, and bound, therefore, to
have always before its eyes, and maintain above everything
else, the interests of the Fellows and of the Members. Chief
among those interests I conceive to be the right of voting by
proxy, which I consider should be accorded to the provincial
Fellows ; another, that the offices of councillor and examiner
should cease to be vested in the same individual; a third, that
the results of the discussions of the Council should be made
known to the electing body; and a. fourth, that the Fellows should
have the privilege of meeting the Council upon stated occa-
sions, and that the opportunity should be given them of dis-
cussing such questions as may have for their object the further-
ance of the general good.

This, Sir, is a brief view of the principles which I should
press upon my colleagues and exert myself to carry through if
the opportunity were given me of occupying a seat at the
Council board.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

ERASMUS WILSON.

THE JELF TESTIMONIAL.

To t7te Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In your issue of the 7th inst. an important announce.ment was made in reference to the intended disposition of the


